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Penwnal Religion In H<d*tl«s to tieaeral Celtare. . 

The value ot Christian life it pun earth depends 
( largely upon the influence for good which it exer- 
cises. '"Ye are the salt ol the earth." "Ye are the 
light of the world." Now a life telle just in pro* 
portion to the power that reside* in it. No doubt 
* holiness is power ; there can bv no spiritual power 
without it. But knowledge is- also power ; and 
sanctified knowledge is the highest form of power 
known upon earth. The . two greatest examples 
of widespread and lasting influence which the 
world nan probably ever known are found in Moses 
and St Paul. But they were both highly educated 
men ; men of powerful and cultivated intellects and 
possessed of such learning as it had been possible 
^ for them to acquire. 

Look down the page of Christian history, and 
ask who were the men whose influence was most 
felt in their own day, whose influence certainly has 
been most widely felt in Eucceeding generations, 
and yon will invariably find that they were the 
men of sound learning as well as of genuine piety. 
It must be so. Soundness in learning is opposed 
to error ; as also to all that is light, trifling, super- 
ficial, and worthless. In every department of' hu- 
man enquiry it implies the possession of truth ; 
and it is troj.h which tells. The empire ol truth 
Khali one day fill the world. 

Experience teaches the same lesson. Whose 
ate the works which most help to form men's 
, minds, to give noble and elevating thoughts, to 
stimulate and encourage the education of the racer 1 
Are they not the works of gifted and cultivated 
men — of men whose perception of truth was clear, 
whose grasp of truth was firm, and who possessed 
the power of expressing truth in forcible, if not in 
beautiful and attractive language ? Nor has sanc- 
tified learning yet lost its power. Would that it 
were more abundant. It is perhaps one of the 
special dangers of the present day that the calls to 
active labor arc so urgent, that Christian men are 
not only tempted to rti-li untrained and i 1 1- 1 urn i sh- 
ed into the conflict with evil, but that they neglect 
ever after to discipline their minds, and to frequent 
those fountains of wisdom which are open to them. 
Jf the Christian Church is to exercise its legitimate 
influence in this age of progress, its standard of at- 
tainment must certainly not be lowered : the wea- 
pons of past generations may have done good ser- 
vice in their day, but we cannot now always de- 
pend upon them : we must at least keep abreast of 
the age, if we cannot hope to lead it ; we must re- 
member that goodliness ia one source, but not the 
only source of power. 

I infer then that there need be no antagonism 
between personal religion and general culture : on 
the contrary the alliance between them should be 
close and cordial. The aim of personal religion is 
the formation of Christian character ; but charac- 
ter embraces the whole man ; and no part of our 
being can be ignored or neglected without less en- 
suing. 

This only would I say in conclusion, that we 
ought to exercise much discrimination in selecting 
food for the mi ml. As there is poison in the world 
of nature, so there is poison in the world of 
thought. Let your thoughts, wrote Paul to the 
Philippians, be occupied with things true, not with 
deeds and words of falsehood; things venerable 
and becoming, not such as are mean, ignoble and 
contemptible ; things just and righteous, not such 
as rob God of His honor and man of his right : 
things pure, aot unclean and immoral ; things love- 
ly, not hateful ; of good report, not scandalous and 
disgraceful ; things virtuous not vicious ; things 
praiseworthy, not those deserving only of condem- 
nation. "The great exploits and great characters 
of history ; the noble works and self-denying sac 
rifices ot charity ; the manly, vigorous exertious 
of public and private life; the lofty hopes and stir- 
ring interests ot our country and our time ; the 
great conception* aitd glorious words of writers 
illustrious and immortal ; above all, the disclosures 
of troth divine' and eternal made to us in the in<- 
spired Word of Kevelallon — these are the things 
in which the mind and soul of man ought rather to 
expatiate. To have the heart pre-occupied with 
these; to turn to them from petty, paltry, worthless 
trifles ; from idle, scandalous, slanderous tales ; 


from stories probably false and certainly mischiev- 
ous, is a safeguard such as none can despise who 
either knows anything of the plague of his own 
heart, or of the festering sores which are eating 
everywhere into the body of our social life." 

But mental culture however wisely regulated 
must not end with Self. His is a failure "that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich to- 
ward God ;" and may we not add, towards his 
neighbor also ? There is another treasure besides 
money ; and a man may be a diligent student, and 
yet be living to himself, and himself alone. The 
daily hoarding of intellectual stores, the daily 
revelling in literary pursuits may become the lux- 
ury of a refined selfishness. The pursuit of knowl- 
edge may be a nobler pursuit than that of 
pleasure ; and the philosopher is at no pains to 
conceal his contempt for the sensualist ; but in 
either case the motive may begin and end in Self. 
Let the student then read with a view to active 
work in his generation : let bim read in order to 
communicate, to instruct, to influence. Let. bim 
read not for himself only, but for others. Knowl- 
edge is power ; but power is responsibility : "For 
unto whomsoever much is given, ;>f him shall 
much be required ; and to whom men have com- 
mitted much, of him they will ask the more." — 
Kuu.rs Bailky. 


broken, till be is able to say from the inmost re- 
cesses of his sou), 'Thy will, O Lord, and not 
mine."— San Frsncisco, Cal., 3K Mary St. 


The Promise. 


nr JOHN MILTOX. 


"Fur iht- iirnmise is iintaiyou, unit to yunr children, ami to all 
that are afar off, bvbm as tuaiiv us ih« Lor»L mir *;«•! shall call. '— 
Act* 1 : IB, 

The gospel call is very extended — to all that 
come within its range. But what a different as- 
pect is given to things by those words ot Jesus. 
Matth. 22 ; 1 1, which say, that many be called 
but few chosen. We see by the preceding who 
the called ate : but the next question is, who arc 
the chosen V As- our Lord says, "Xot all that 
say, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom, but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heav- 
en.'' Matth. 7:21. The question is, what is the 
will of the Father V that we should be his obedient 
children. In John l~t : 7 we read, "It ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, yc shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you*" Also in 
the tenth verse, "If ye keep my commands ye shall 
abide In my love, even as I have kept my Father's 
commands and abide in his love. How arc we 
to know when wc are (iod's children, and that we 
know Him, whom to know is life eternal ? Read 
1 John 2 : 3, 4 : "And hereby do we know that 
we know him, if we keep his commands." lie that 
saith I know him, and kee|x;th not his com mauds, 
is a liar and the truth is not in him. So it follows 
that the chosen arc the obedient. 

To obey God, it is necessary that, you kr.uw 
what he requires of you, and in this contradictory 
age the only sure way is to do as those of lie re a, 
who examined the scriptures, that they might know 
whether those things were so that were spoken ol 
by Paul. Acta 17 : 11. The blessed Word is the 
only true test of the truth or falsity «f a preacher's 
remark. Read Isaiah 8 : 20. Some say that one 
preacher has just as good a chance to know what 
the Word says on these points as another ; but it 
is not a question of capability. The chief priests 
and elders of Israel were just as capable of recog- 
nizing Jesus as the true Messiah, as any one, and 
still it is known to all why they did not. How 
many of our teachers and preachers are willing to 
become the true exponents of the doctrine of Christ Y 
Very few. You say. "Why ?" Because to do so 
would require a greater sacrifice than one in ten 
thousand is willing to make. Like the chief priests 
they would rather live at case, and with hosts of 
friends, than verity the words of the Apostle, "That 
all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall sutler per- 
secution." If they preached the truth as it is in 
Christ, they would make enemies, where they now 
make friends ; for the Gospel does not tolerate the 
corrupt methods of making money and friends of 
the present day. Read the 22nd and 23rd chapters 
of Matthew, in proof of this. 

In conclusion is it not very evident that though 
the gospel call is to all, still the chosen are few. 
Not because there ia any harrier in the way, but 

because the stubborn will of nan needs to be 
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Let Is Lire Faithful. 

HV II. M. (OMSK. 

In looking over the world in our every day 
life and observing carefully the matiy different oe- 
enpations which the people carry on. and perform, 
it often makes me think, what docs it all mean V 
Some arc enjoying themselves with worldly pleas- 
ures, other-s are lying on beds of affliction, and 
some hQve passed over the river never to return. 
Let us remember then that we were not placed 
here upon the earth simply for nothing, but if wo 
desire to be somebody, we must work and win and 
also keep up our reputation ; and this is not all, 
wc must also do something for Jesus. He died 
to save us; He was nailed upon the cross to savo 
his people. Let us then learn a lesson from 
this. 

Wcall know that we have to die sometime. Let 
us then prepare ourselves and live faithful unto 
death. There are very tew people living at the 
present day, who have not lost a friend, a father, 
mother, sister or brother, and oh how grand it will 
be if wc live faithful that wc can meet and shako 
hands with them, when wc get there. Yes; though 
millions are now sleeping in the silent grave, the 
great day that comes will bring them all forth 
and they must stand before God and he judged 
according to their deeds done in the body ; and 
oh how sad it would 1st it' we should not he pre- 
pared, and must hear the words from Him, "de- 
part from i nc 1 never knew you." 

Let us then reincmlHT that Jesus gave himself 
for us and if wc do what is right and just, when 
we come to leave ihis world, be will say, "WcIL 
done good and faithful servant ; thou hast t>ccii 
laithful over a lew things 1 will make thee ruler ov- 
er many things, enter thou into the joysot thy Lord.** 


A Present Helper. 
"1 may be faint t*ud wear v."' says the believer, 
"but my God ftrintdth not. I may alter and fluc- 
tuate, as to my frames; hut my Redeemer is 
unchangeably the same. I might utterly fail and 
come to nothing, if left to myself; but I cannot. 
be so left to myself, fbr the Spirit ol Truth hath 
said, 'I will never leave nor tin sake thee." lie will re- 
new my strength, either by changing niy» weak- 
ness into strength, or by enduing me with his own 
power, lie is wise, to sec and provide for all my 
dangers : he is rich, to relieve and succor in all 
my want's; In; is gracious, to hear and answer all 
my players: ho is diuni potent, to deliver and de- 
fend me from all my enemies; he is faithful. io per- 
fect and perform all his own premises: he is eter- 
nal and immortnl, to bless my poor depending" 
soul with eternal blessedness and iminortal- 

■*y- 

O what a great and glorious Savior for ■'iich a 
mean and worthless sinner! O whut a bountiful, 
gracious, and indulgent Friend for audi a base 
and insignificant rebel!" — Amkkukk Skulk. 

TheEffeet ortiiMMlness.— Horn, i : 4. 
fnthe old persecuting times there lived in Cheajw 
sidc one who feared God and attended the secret 
meetings of the saints; and near him there dwelt 
a poor cobbler, whose wants were often relieved by 
the merchant ; but the poor man was a cross- 
grained being, ami, most ungratefully, from hope 
of reward, laid an information against his kind 
friend on the score of religion. This accusation 
would have brought the merchant to death by 
burning if he had not luuitd a means of escape. 
Returning to the bouse, the injured man did nut 
change his generous behavior to the malignant- 
cobbler, but, on the contrary, was more liberal 
than ever. The cobbler was, however, in an ill 
mood and avoided the good man with all his 
might, running away at his approach. One day 
he was obliged to meet him face to face, and the 
Christian man asked hint gently, "Why do you 
shun mcV" I am not your enemy. I know all 
that you did to injure me, but I never had an an- 
gry thought against you, I have helped you and 
am willing to do so. as long as I bve, only let ua 
be friends." Bo you marvel that they clasped 
hands? — Spueoiok. 


